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November 1, 2002
Dear WSN Members,

Make sure not to miss this year's WSN auction! The auction will be held
immediately after the Banquet at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Monterey, CA the
evening of Saturday, November 9 (NOTE CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS
ANNOUNCEMENT). Plenty of wine will be served at the Banquet to help
lubricate those pocketbooks. We need your help to make this year’s auction as
big a success as last year’s (> $1,000 raised for student travel). Please bring or
send to the annual meeting donation items to be auctioned.

Why donate? All the proceeds from the auction go to student travel awards. A
unique priority of the Western Society of Naturalists is making the society and
annual meeting affordable to graduate students. All donations are tax deductible.

It's easy! Just fill out the attached donation form, bring your donation to the
registration desk at the meeting, and we will do the rest. If you can, drop an
email to kinlan@lifesci.ucsb.edu before the conference to let us know what you'll
be bringing. If you unfortunately are unable to attend this year’'s meeting, please
do not let that stop you from donating an item. Have a friend who is coming to
the meeting drop it off at the registration desk. Having trouble figuring out what
to donate? Almost anything goes; from books, art, wine, and gift certificates, to t-
shirts with embarrassing photos of Paul Dayton (he is usually willing to buy them
for a hefty ransom). See the list attached to this letter for more good ideas.

The infamous Rafe Sagarin, our own stand up comic, will be our auctioneer.
This will undoubtedly be an entertaining evening not to miss!

Sincerely,

The WSN Student Committee



Auction Iltem ldeas

In addition to scientific novelties and items that will command a healthy ransom
from illustrious ecologists, here are some ideas for items that make great
donations:

Fine arts and crafts like:
photographs

ceramics

jewelry

sculptures

paintings, oil, water color

Gift certificates for:
hotels

B&B’s
restaurants
massages

spa services
nature classes

Tickets to:

e theater

® music

e sporting events
e nature trips

Outdoor gear for:

e surfing
e diving
e kayaking

e rock climbing
¢ hiking equipment

Other items:

e baked goods

e books

e fine wines

e environmental memberships



Western Society of Naturalists

AUCTION DONATION FORM

Donor Name Phone

Donor Address

Person Authorizing Donation

Signature of Donor Date

Description of Gift (as you would like it to appear)

Our Contribution to WSN Auction Fundraiser is:

Merchandise Gift Certificate Service

Include expiration date, limitations, special conditions, time constraints, etc. on donated item:

Transmittal of Donation: Enclosed

To be Delivered (date & time)

To be Picked Up (date & time)

Donor’s Estimate of Fair Market VValue $

All contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
Please feel free to send business cards, brochures, or advertising for display.

For WSN Use Only

Category Solicitor Date Received

WSN Good Faith Estimate of Value of Goods or Services $

Non-profit tax ID# available upon request.

Please retain a copy of this as your receipt.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR DONATION!!



